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Canada – people, history, attractions and famous personalities 
  
 
     It is a multicultural country with two o_______ languages, English  (about 70%) and 
French (20%), the rest is formed by languages of various minorities.  It’s interesting that there 
are also nearly 1 m_____ Chinese speakers.  
     Canada is a constitutional m______. The monarch of the United Kingdom, currently 
Queen Elizabeth II, is the ceremonial h___ of state but in fact she holds little power. She’s 
represented by the Governor General. Canada has a federal system of government with the 
parliament of two c______ – the House of Commons and the S_____. 
     The original i_____ came to Canada some 10,000 -25,000 years ago from Asia across the 
Bering Strait. The first Europeans here were the V______ who discovered Canada more than 
a thousand years ago. The first Europeans to colonize the Canadian t______ were the 
Portuguese in 15th century, replaced by the French who established an important colony there. 
However the French were d______ by the British and in the 19th century Britain was forced 
to establish a domination which meant it was independent e_____ foreign affairs. In 1982 
through the Canada Act, it became formally separated from the UK.  

The most visited places i______ Ottawa, the capital of Canada (Ontario), Montreal 
(the largest city in the French-speaking province of Quebec), and Toronto (the largest 
Canadian city also situated in the province of Ontario – with the most popular tourist 
a________ -  the CN Tower, which used to be the world’s tallest tower). Another popular 
destination and a large city is Vancouver on the w___ coast. A lot of tourists come to Canada 
to admire the natural beauty of national parks. 

Canada is a great sporting nation. Olympic games took place there three times – 1976 
in M ____, 1988 in Calgary and 2010 in V____. Popular sports include ice-hockey (Canada is 
the c_____ of NHL), American football, basketball and l_____.  Another popular sport is 
c_____. 

As for the famous Canadian personalities we can mention J.F.Cooper (who wrote The 
last of the M _______ ), E.T.Seaton (who wrote books about the Canadian wildlife and 
Indians) and Michael Ondaatje, the author of The English Patient, a singer and poet Leonard 
C _____, a singer‑songwriter Neil Young, Celine Dion and to name at least one famous actor 
it could be a comedian Jim C_____. 
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Canada – people, history, attractions and famous personalities 
 

 
     It is a multicultural country with two official languages, English  (about 70%) and French 
(20%), the rest is formed by languages of various minorities.  It’s interesting that there are 
also nearly 1 million Chinese speakers.  
     Canada is a constitutional monarchy. The monarch of the United Kingdom, currently 
Queen Elizabeth II, is the ceremonial head of state but in fact she holds little power. She’s 
represented by the Governor General. Canada has a federal system of government with the 
parliament of two chambers – the House of Commons and the Senate. 
     The original inhabitants came to Canada some 10,000 -25,000 years ago from Asia across 
the Bering Strait. The first Europeans here were the Vikings who discovered Canada more 
than a thousand years ago. The first Europeans to colonize the Canadiant territory were the 
Portuguese in 15th century, replaced by the French who established an important colony there. 
However the French were defeated  by the British and in the 19th century Britain was forced 
to establish a dominion which meant it was independent except foreign affairs. In 1982 
through the Canada Act, it became formally separated from the UK.  

The most visited places include Ottawa, the capital of Canada (Ontario), Montreal (the 
largest city in the French-speaking province of Quebec), and Toronto (the largest Canadian 
city also situated in the province of Ontario – with the most popular tourist attraction -  the 
CN Tower, which used to be the world’s tallest tower). Another popular destination and a 
large city is Vancouver on the west coast. A lot of tourist come to Canada to admire the 
natural beauty of national parks. 

Canada is a great sporting nation. Olympic games took place there three times – 1976 
in Montreal, 1988 in Calgary and 2010 in Vancouver. Popular sports include ice-hockey 
(Canada is the cradle of NHL), American football, basketball and lacross.  Another popular 
sport is curling. 

As for the famous Canadian personalities we can mention J.F.Cooper (who wrote The 
last of the Mohycans ), E.T.Seaton (who wrote books about the Canadian wildlife and 
Indians) and Michael Ondaatje, the author of The English Patient, a singer and poet Leonard 
Cohen, a singer‑songwriter Neil Young, Celine Dion and to name at least one famous actor it 
could be a comedian Jim Carrey. 
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