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The arts 



Discuss the 
following questions 



• Try to define art. What is it? What is its 
purpose? 

• What kind of art do you like most? 
• Do you prefer modern art or more 

conventional art? Why/why not? 
• Do you have any artistic talent? 
• Do you prefer dubbed films or subtitled 

ones? Why? 
• What sort of books do you prefer reading? 

Do you prefer fiction or non-fiction books? 
• Have you ever re-read a book? Which 

one? Why?  
 
 
 
 



Read the following 
quotations and  
discuss them in 

pairs/groups 



• Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the 
body. Richard Steele (1672-1729), Irish writer 
 

• We read to know that we are not alone.  
William Nicholson (1949), British writer 
 

• A great book should leave you with many 
experiences, and slightly exhausted at the 
end. You live several lives while 
reading.  William Styron (1925-2006), American writer 
 

• Classic - a book which people praise and 
don't read. Mark Twain (1835-1910), American writer 
 

• Think before you speak. Read before you 
think. Fran Lebowitz (1950), American writer 

 



Find words to match the 
following definitions 



 art, music, theatre, literature, etc. when you think of 
them as a group 

 the arts - comprises literature, performing arts 
(dance, opera, cinema, theatre, ballet, concerts – are 
performed for an audience), fine art(s)(painting, 
drawing, sculpture) 

 a report in a newspaper or magazine, or on the 
Internet, television or radio, in which somebody gives 
their opinion of a book, play, film/movie, etc. 

 review 
 something very successful, especially a very 

successful book or film/movie 
 blockbuster 
 a person who writes plays for the theatre, television 

or radio/dramatist 
 playwright 

 
 



 the painted background that is used to  
represent natural features or buildings on 
a theatre stage 

 the scenery/the set(s) 

 an extra short performance given at the 
end of a concert or other performance; a 
request for this made by an audience 
calling out 

 encore [ˈɒŋkɔˈ(r)] 

 a person who likes reading very much 

 bookworm 
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