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Grammar summary 

Past Continuous Tense 

Usage: 

1) for the past - when we want to say we were in the middle of doing something at 

certain time 

2) to set a scene for a story 

3) we use it together with past simple tense when we want to say that something 

happened in the middle of something else – the action which lasted longer is in 

continuous tense.  

4) Be careful – some English verbs cannot be used in continuous tense, we call them 

state verbs (e.g. know, want, understand, like, love, hate….) 

 

Past continuous vs. Past simple 

- we use past simple for complete finished actions 

- we use past continuous to talk about unfinished actions at a past time 

 
Both tenses belong to narrative tenses so use them espicially for stories, telling jokes or 

anecdotes.  

 

 

PŘELOŽTE: 

1) Adam si zlomil ruku, když jsme hráli fotbal. 

 

2) A: Co jsi dělal, když jsem ti zavolal(phone)? 

     B: Sledoval jsem televizi. 

 

 

3) Včera jsem viděl tvé rodiče, čekali na zastávce. 

 

 

4) Když jsme projížděli městem, viděli jsme nehodu. 

 

 



5) Zavolal, když jsme sledovali dobrý film. 

  

 

6) Když jsme včera přijeli domů, moje sestra večeřela. 

 

 

7) Když jsem četl knihu, zavolala  mi moje matka. 

 

 

 

 

DOPLŇTE VĚTY PODLE SEBE: 

1. The teacher came while I……………………………………………… 

 

2. When I was going home ……………………………………………… 

 

3. I was watching TV when ……………………………………………. 

 

4. What were you doing at 10.00 yesterday? ……………………………. 

 

5. I fell asleep while ……………………………………………………. 

 

 

DOPLŇTE SLOVESO V ZÁVORCE VE SPRÁVNÉM TVARU: 

 

1) He ……………… his leg while they ……………….. football (break, play) 

 

2) This time yesterday I …………………………….. TV (watch) 

 

3) When she ………………… of the building birds…………………. (come out, sing) 

 

4) Tom  ……………………. for us when we …………………….. (wait, arrive) 

 

 



Preklad 

1) Adam broke his arm while we were playing football. 

2) A: What were you doing when I phoned you? 

B: I was watching TV. 

3) I saw your parents yesterday they were waiting at the bus stop. 

4) When we were going through a town we saw an accident. 

5) He phoned when we were watching a good film. 

6) When we came home yesterday my sister was having diner. 

7) My mother phoned while I was reading a book. 

 

Doplneni 

1) I was studying. 

2) I saw an old friend. 

3) my father phoned. 

4) I was reading a book. 

5) I was rehersing for a test. 

 

Sloveso v závorce 

1) Broke, was playing 

2) Was watching 

3) Came out, were singing 

4) Was waiting, arrived 

  

 

 


