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Grammar summary 

Reported speech 

Usage: 

A) we use reported or indirect speech when we want to tell people what somebody said or 

thought, we can also report questions and commands 

B) we usually use reporting verbs say and tell in the past tense forms 

C) we often leave out that 

D) In general we make a time shift : present – past, present perfect – past perfect, past – 

past perfect, will – would, can – could, might – might 

E) But if we report something and the situation has not changed we do not need to change 

the verb tense. On the other hand when we report a finished situation we must use the 

time shift.  

F) For questions we must use a word order of  indirect questions – we keep the question 

word, or we use if or wheather and the order like in a positive sentence – but be very 

carefull with the tenses 

G) Reporting commands – we use infinitives with to, negative commands – not to 

H) Do not forget to change pronouns and time expressions (e.g. tomorrow – the next day, 

yesterday – the day before, this – that, here – there….) 

 

 

 

PŘELOŽTE:  

 

1) Tom říkal, že bude studovat univerzitu. 

 

2) Petr říkal, že už ten film viděl. 

 

3) Včera Pavel říkal, že celý minulý měsíc byl v práci. 

 

4) Požádal jsem ji, aby to nedělala 

 

5) Zeptal jsem se ho, jak se mu daří. 

 



 

PŘEVEĎTE PŘÍMOU ŘEČ NA NEPŘÍMOU 

1) My wife has had a baby.  

He said ………………………………………………………….. 

 

2) That restaurant is expensive 

She told me ……………………………………………………. 

 

3) Do you love him? 

I asked her…………………………………………………… 

 

4) Write down the numbers! 

The teacher told us …………………………………………. 

 

5) What are you going to do this summer? 

She asked me……………………………………………… 

 

 

PŘEVEĎTE NEPŘÍMOU ŘEČ NA PŘÍMOU 

1) I asked him where he was going. 

 

2) She told me to be on time. 

 

3) A tourist asked me where the post office was. 

 

4) David told me he had already seen that film. 

 

5) He told her not to wait for him.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Preklad 

1) Tom said he was going to study university. 

2) Peter said he had already seen the film. 

3) Paul said yesterday he had been at work whole previous month. 

4) I asked her not to do it. 

5) I asked him how he was. 

Direct speech to indirect 
1) his wife had had a baby. 

2) the restaurant was expensive.  

3) if she loved him. 

4) to write down the numbers. 

5) what I was going to do that summer. 

 

Indirect speech to direct 
1) Where are you going? 

2) Be on time! 

3) Where is the post office? 

4) I have already seen this film. 

5) Do not wait for me!  

 

 

 

 

 


