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Grammar summary 

Wish clauses 

Usage: 

1) We use wish with the past tense to talk about situations we would like to be different, 

in the same way we can use If only.  

2) We can use wish or if only + would + infinitive to say we want somebody or 

something to behave differently, also to complain about a situation or to complain 

about things that people do repeatedly – in this case we usualy use I wish + wouldn´t. 

Remember we use wish + would for actions and changes, NOT for situations.  

3) In the same way we can use I´d rather (= I would rather) + past simple to say we 

would like somebody´s behaviour to change. 

4) When we use I´d rather + infinitive we want to express our preference.  

5) We can also use wish + past perfect to talk about the past which we want to be 

different it means we regret something in the past. 

6) Obviously we can use wish + nouns to wish somebody something (e.g. luck, happy 

birthday etc.). 

7) Remember: I wish I could ……. – I feel sorry I cannot do it, but for the past we do not 

use past perfect but in this case I wish I could have done……….. it means I regret I 

could not do it.  

 

 

 

PŘELOŽTE: 

 

1) Nashledanou, přeji ti vše nejlepší.  

 

2) Kéž by jsi nenechával stále otevřené okno. 

 

3) Pink Floyd: Kéž by jsi tady byl. 

 

4) Dal by jsi si kafe? Ne, radši bych si dal čaj. 

 

5) Je mi špatně, kéž bych toho býval tolik nesnědl. 



 

6) Kéž by jsi nekouřila. 

 

7) Kéž by bylo více sněhu. 

 

8) Radši bych, kdybys nenachával špinavé věci na podlaze.  

 

9) Zítra musím do školy, ale radši bych byl doma.  

 

10) Kéž bych měl hodně peněz. 

 

 

REAGUJTE NA NÁSLEDUJÍCÍ VĚTY PODLE SITUACE: 

 

1) I live in a big town, but I don´t like it. 

 

2) Jane was ill, but I didn´t know that. I would have gone to see her. 

 

3) I am sorry but I must go, but I don´t want to. 

 

4) It is raining outside so you cannot go out. 

 

5) Your girlfriend wants to wear jeans, but you would like her to wear miniskirt. 

 

6) I want to buy a new car but I don´t have enough money.  

 

7) We live in a flat but we would like to have a house. 

 

8) You are writing a test, but you haven´t revised enough. 

 

 

 

 

 



Překlad: 

1) Goodbye, I wish you all the best. 

2) I wish you wouldn´t leave the window open all the time. 

3) Pink Flyd: Wish you were here. 

4) Would you like some coffe? No, I´d rather have some tea.  

5) I feel sick, I wish I hadn´t eaten so much.  

6) I wish you would´t smoke. 

7) I wish there was more snow.   

8) I´d rather you didn´t leave your dirty clothes on the floor.  

9) I must go school tomorrow but I´d rather stay at home.  

10) If only I had a lot of money. 

 

Reakce: 

1) I wish I lived in a village. 

2) I wish I had known that Jane was ill. I would have gone to see her. 

3) I wish I could stay a bit longer. 

4) I wish It would stop raining. 

5) I´d rather you wore miniskirt.  

6) If only I had more money. 

7) I wish we lived in a house. 

8) I wish I had studied more. 

   


